
Parishes: Called to Be Holy, 
Fully Engaged, Fully Alive, 
namely, the Eucharist and 
Evangelization. You will be 
hearing much more in the 
months ahead about  
(1) how we can make our 
liturgies more welcoming 
and spirit-filled and  
(2) how we can invite back 
those who no longer wor-
ship with us as well as 
reach out to those who are 
not Catholic to consider 
joining us. The other four 
areas (Youth, Young Adults 
and Family; Leadership; 
Education; and Dignity of 
Human Life)) will be em-
braced down the road as 
we strive to enflesh this 
seven-year planning proc-
ess. In the present, then, let 
us strive to be inviting and 
encouraging, holy and en-
gaged, as we open our 
hearts to where the Spirit 
draws us. Let us pray that 
the Spiritõs inspiration will 
truly reignite the flame of 
faith in the lives of all of 
us! 

 

Dear Friends, 
     òWhere is my Sunday 
paper?ó screamed the irate 
customer calling the news-
paper office. òMadam,ó 
said the newspaper em-
ployee, òtoday is Satur-
day. The Sunday paper is 
not delivered until tomor-
row, on Sunday!ó There 
was a long pause on the 
other end of the line, fol-
lowed by a ray of recogni-
tion as she was heard to 
mutter, òWell, nuts, that 
explains why no one was 
at church this morning ei-
ther!ó 
     I have had many òrays 
of recognitionó over the 
past 5 years that I have 
served you here at St. 
Philip, but I canõt, for the 
life oõ me, explain ade-
quately why there are so 

many fewer folks per 
weekend at Mass today 
than when I came in August 
of õ06 (please note that I 
am talking about the Eng-
lish Masses here -- the 
Noon Mass is packed). The 
downward trend at St. 
Bernard is similar.  Oh, I 
know people are busier 
and the non-denominational 
churches are packed, and 
the 20 and 30-somethings 
just arenõt into it, and that 
itõs just not the same since 
Fr. Larry left, but itõs hard 
to not take it personally --
you know, to feel that if I 
were a better person or 
priest or preacher, our 
church would be filled. I 
know that we are quite 
good at being welcoming, 
our music is upbeat, and I 
am pretty easy-going and 
understanding, but some-
thingõs not working, and it 
is disturbing -- to me and 
to the Church. 
     In that light, our pas-
toral planning/visioning 
process here at St. Philip 
(and St. Bernard) will be 
focusing on two of the six 
areas covered in Bishop 
Rickenõs pastoral letter, 
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Advent & Christmas Season Schedule  
 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception ðWednesday, December 7 (Vigil Mass)  

 St. Philipð5:30 p.m.  

 Thursday, December 8  

 St. Philipð7:30 a.m.   
 St. Bernardð8:45 a.m.  
 St. Bernardð5:30 p.m.  
 St. Philipð7:00 p.m. Spanish Mass 
 
 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe ðMonday, December 12             

 St. Philipð7:00 p.m. Bilingual Mass 
 
 

Christmas Eve ðSaturday, December 24  
 St. Bernardð4:00 p.m. Church and Haessly Activity Center 
 St. Bernardð6:00 p.m.  
 St. Bernardð11:00 p.m. Concert begins at 10:30  
 St. Philipð4:00 p.m. English 
 St. Philipð7:00 p.m. Spanish 
  
 

 Christmas Day ðSunday,  December 25                  
 St. Bernardð8:45 a.m.  
 St. Bernardð-10:30 a.m. 
 St. Philipð8:00 a.m.  
 St. Philipð9:30 a.m. English   
 St. Philipð12:00 Spanish 
  
 

 New Years Eve ðSaturday, December 31        
 St. Bernardð4:30 p.m.                                                                  
       St. Philipð4:00 p.m.    
  
 

 New Years Day ðSunday, January 1   

      St. Bernardð8:45 a.m.  
       St. Bernardð10:30 a.m. 
       St. Bernardð6:30 p.m.  
       St. Philipð8:00 a.m.  
       St. Philipð9:30 a.m.  
       St. Philipð12:00 p.m. Spanish Mass  

javascript:void(0)


     Having celebrated 
Thanksgiving, with Advent 
upon us and Christmas 
around the corner, it is a 
good time to step back and 
take time to reflect on all 
that we have been blessed 
with; to focus on what we 
have rather than what we 
donõt have.  By the word 
òblessingsó, Iõm not just re-
ferring to òthingsó, but 
about the ways God has 
been and is present in each 
of our lives. 
     In the midst of the busy-
ness, worry and the stress 
that can come with each 
day, itõs easy to lose track 
of the small, everyday 
blessings that are also very 

much a part of our lives.  
God is present in the events 
and experiences of daily 
life, even in the hardships 
and struggles, which in 
those times, more difficult to 
feel Godõs presence. 
     When we reflect on the 
pain of personal tragedies, 
community and national 
disasters, some may feel it 
even meaningless to talk 
about giving thanks.  But 
we have all experienced 
the hope and support that 
comes out of tragedy.   
People helping people is 
only one example of God 
acting deep within our 
hearts. 
     Gratitude is a value 

that gives us the opportu-
nity to nurture a healthy 
attitude towards life and 
towards others.  We have 
been blessed with a faith 
that assures us that Godõs 
love for us is unconditional, 
ever present, ever faithful. 
     May each of us find 
much to be grateful for.  
Let us take our gratefulness 
and share it with others on 
the journey.  Wishing you 
the gifts of Peace, Hope, 
Healing and Love. 
                                                                
Mary Peters,                                         
Faith Formation Coordinator 

Advent - A Season of Gratitude 
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     On November 5th we remembered and celebrated the lives of people who have died this past year; who had our 
Parish with them through the Funeral.  As we remember the gift of their lives touching into our lives, we are grateful, and 
walked together in loss.  With the support and care of others, we can come to know (or appreciate) the presence of the  
Communion of Saints with us and about us.   These are the names of the people who we remembered in a special way: 
 

JoAnne Augustine Bea Bailey Carl Berg Lucy Blahnik 

Mabel Blohowiak Irene Bouska Sylvester Brunner Bea Callender 

Sarah Clausen Tanya Conrad Virgil Coppersmith Marilyn Dahlke 

Fran Dreier Laverne Feeney Ron Giesler Marie Hamernik 

Lee Heyrman John Huven Jackie Johnson Beulah Kemnitz 

Don Kemnitz Ed Klarkowski Ellen Klish Lanora Kollman 

Carl Krouth Mary Laundrie Margaret Lee Jackie Leurquin      

Alex Pogorzelski Mary Prosser Ione Raleigh Zach Samp          

Paul Sanford Doris Seitzer Silas Sharkey Yvonne Srenaski                 

Lynn Thomas John Umentum Verna Vander Heyden Earl Villiesse     

             
     We are grateful for each of these peopleõs witness in our lives.  We are also grateful for the witness of the walks, 

care, and prayer of the family and friends around them in their lives, as well as their deaths. 

In Remembrance 



The Story of Our Lady of Guadalupe  

     The feast in honor of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
goes back to the sixteenth 
century. Chronicles of that 
period tell us the story. A 
poor Indian named 
Cuauhtlatohuac was bap-
tized and given the name 
Juan Diego. He was a 57-
year-old widower and lived 
in a small village near Mex-
ico City. On Saturday  
morning, December 9,       
1531, he was on his way to 
a nearby barrio to attend 
Mass in honor of Our Lady.  
He was walking by a hill 
called Tepeyac when he 
heard beautiful music like 

the warbling of birds. A ra-
diant cloud appeared and 
within it a young Native 
American maiden dressed 
like an Aztec princess. The 
lady spoke to him in his own 
language and sent him to 
the bishop of Mexico, a 
Franciscan named Juan de 
Zumarraga. The bishop was 
to build a chapel in the 
place where the lady ap-
peared.  
     Eventually the bishop 
told Juan Diego to have the 
lady give him a sign. About 
this same time Juan Diegoõs 
uncle became seriously ill. 
This led poor Diego to try to 

avoid the lady. The lady 
found Diego, nevertheless, 
assured him that his uncle 
would recover and pro-
vided roses for Juan to 
carry to the bishop in his 
cape or tilma. When Juan 
Diego opened his tilma in 
the bishopõs presence, the 
roses fell to the ground 
and the bishop sank to his 
knees. On Juan Diegoõs 
tilma appeared an image 
of Mary exactly as she 
had appeared at the hill 
of Tepeyac. It was  
December 12, 1531. 

Generations of Faith  

     Weõve completed 
three sessions so far.  This 
year our focus is on the 
òSacramentsó.  The first 
session was on answering 
the question of òWhat is a 
Sacrament?   A sacrament 
is a sign of Godõs love for 
us.  We have seven Sac-
raments in the Church (with 
a big òSó; and unlimited 
sacraments all around us 
in our everyday living 
(with a small òsó). 
     The second night was 
on the òSacrament of 
Anointingó and how we 
are called to be like Christ 
as we work to serve and 

heal others.  How do we 
help in healing the hearts 
of others? 
     The third night was on 
the òSacrament of Holy 
Orders,ó saying yes to our 
Baptismal call and what it 
means to share in the 
òcommon priesthoodó of 
the Church. 
     Here are the rest of the 
sessions:                          

Dec. 14 - Christmas theme                          

Jan. 11 -  Baptism & 

    Confirmation 

Feb. 1 -   Marriage 

Mar. 14 - Reconciliation 

April 18 - Eucharist 

     Generations of Faith is 
for everyoneñfamilies, 
young adults and all adults 
ð all ages & stages of life!  
We are never ògraduatedó 
from learning about & 
growing in our faith. 
     Come & join us!  For 
more information or if you 
have questions, please  
contact Mary Peters at  
468-7848 or 
mpeters@stphilipcong.org 

Sacrament of Confirmation  

     We have 46 students 
from St. Philip & St. Bernard 
Parishes preparing for Con-
firmation.  The Sacrament 
will be celebrated on  
Sunday, Jan. 15th, 1:00PM 

with Bishop Ricken at  
St. Bernard.   
     On Jan. 18th we have 
another Confirmation 
group that will be begin-
ning their preparation to 

be confirmed in the Spring.   
Please keep all of these 
students in your prayers as 
they continue to grow in 
their awareness of Godõs 
Spirit. 
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News from the Hispanic Community  

     In the introduction to his 
recent Pastoral Letter, Par-
ishes: Called to be Holy, 
Fully Engaged, Fully Alive, 
our Bishop David Ricken 
says, òGod is good. God is 
so generous in blessing us 
with life and faith.ó   
     God has indeed 
blessed our Hispanic com-
munity in many ways this 
past year.  It has continued 
to grow in numbers as well 
as in commitment to our 
parish.  A very active and 
enthusiastic Leadership 
Group composed of four-
teen members meet regu-
larly with Fr. José and Sr. 
Pat to plan the liturgy and 
other activities.  Each mem-
ber has an important role 
to fulfill as lectors, commun-
ion distributors, sacristans, 
ushers and greeters during 
the Sunday liturgy at 12:00 
oõclock.  A year ago the 
Mass attendance averaged 
about 350.  The past sev-
eral weeks it has increased 
to almost 650.  Since our 
church capacity is 447, it is 
necessary for some to stand 
in the back of church while 
others go up to the choir 
loft.   In our Hispanic com-
munity, we have celebrated 
72 Baptisms, 18 children 
received their First Com-
munion, 14 youth and 
adults received Confirma-
tion and various couples 
were married.   
     The Hispanic Religious 
Education Program has also 
grown in numbers from 18 
children last year to 63.  
The 24 older students of 
this group are preparing 
for First Communion next 
year in spring.  The 
younger children will con-
tinue coming to classes for 
another year.   Last school 

year we had just one cate-
chist and this year 5 more 
generous members of the 
community have offered 
their service as catechists.  
We are grateful to them 
for generously sharing their 
faith with the children.  
While the children meet 
each Thursday evening for 
their classes, the youth 
group called Jornadas 
meets regularly on Satur-
day evenings and Sunday 
mornings.  Together with 
their coordinator from Ap-
pleton and Fr. José, they 
have organized several 
retreats for youth of the 
area.  They raised the nec-
essary funds by having a 
car wash and selling candy 
at the Hispanic Cultural 
Festival in downtown Green 
Bay. 
     Beginning in April, a 
core group of members of 
Hispanic communities from 
various parishes in the Dio-
cese met and planned the 
First Diocesan Hispanic 
Congress which was held at 
Notre Dame Academy on 
September 24 from 11:00 
am to 6:00 pm.   The theme 
of the Congress was 
òMatrimony and the Fam-
ily.ó   About 250 people 
came together for the day 
to pray, sing, worship and 
listen to presentations given 
by the Mejía family, a mar-
ried couple and their two 
sons who have traveled 
throughout USA and Mex-
ico and many other coun-
tries, including countries of 
Europe and Latin America. 
The day concluded with the 
celebration of the Eucharist 
together with our Bishop, 
David Ricken. It is our hope 
that this Congress will be-
come a yearly event that 

will continue to unite the 
Hispanic community and be 
a source of mutual support.   
     At present the commu-
nity is making plans for the 
celebration of the Feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, a 
feast of great importance, 
not only in Mexico but in all 
of Latin America.  You are 
encouraged to read the 
account of how this feast 
began. The Hispanic com-
munity will be celebrating 
this feast on December 12th 
at St. Philip with Mass ac-
companied by a mariachi 
band, delicious Mexican 
food and music for the en-
tire family to enjoy. 
     Shortly after the De-
cember 12th celebration, 
the festivities are in full 
swing with the beginning of 
the posadas celebrated 
each evening from Decem-
ber 16 to 24. They are, in 
fact, a novenañ nine days 
of religious observance 
based on the nine months 
that Maria carried Jesus in 
her womb. The posadas re-
enact Mary and Joseph's 
cold and difficult journey 
from Nazareth to Bethle-
hem in search of shelter; in 
Spanish, the word means 
"lodging." Traditionally, a 
party is held each night 
either in a neighborhood 

home or at the parish. 
At dusk, the people 
gather with children 
dressed as shepherds, 
and as Mary and Jo-
seph.  From outside the 
door, the "pilgrims" 
sing a song asking for 
shelter, and  those in-
side respond, at first 
refusing to allow them 
to enter, and finally 
opening the door to 
the guests and offering 
a hot drink, fried cook-
ies known as buñuelos, 
steaming hot  
tamales and other fes-
tive foods.  The chil-
dren anxiously await 
the traditional break-
ing of the piñata and 
the shower of candy.   
     All of these activi-
ties give concrete evi-
dence to the existence 
of our St. Philip Span-
ish community òFully 
Engaged, Fully Alive.ó 
 

Sr. Patricia  
Vanden Bergh, 
Hispanic Ministry                                          



bathroom in what was 
formerly the Usherõs Room 
in the back of church.  
Completion is anticipated in 
December 2011.  At that 
point, people attending 
Mass will have the 
opportunity to get to a 

     A big thank you to 
parishioners (and others) 
who have come through 
and helped us nearly reach 
our fundraising goal for this 
long-awaited project! 
     Work is in progress on 
the wheelchair-accessible 

bathroom without walking 
to the front of the church or 
down the basement stairs! 
    

Facility Updates  
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     The Victoria Street 
reconstruction project 
that was anticipated in 
2011 has been post-
poned to 2012 by the 
City of Green Bay.  
With that delay, the on
-site storm sewer work 
(required because roof 
drains have connected 

to the sanitary sewer since 
the original facility con-
struction) has also been 
postponed until 2012.  We 
are awaiting further infor-
mation from the City re-
garding the storm sewers to 
be installed in the street, 
and upon receiving that will 
be able to proceed with  

on-site storm sewer plans. 
     We have also been 
informed that in 2013 
there will be re-paving 
conducted on Crooks 
Street, between the main 
St. Philip property and the 
park/athletic field prop-
erty. 
     There will be costs 

Bathroom at Back of Church 

New Residents in the Former Rectory 

     St. Philip is very 
fortunate have some new 
residents in the former 
rectory north of the church.  
Following tremendous 
efforts this fall from a 
number of dedicated 
volunteers to òspruce up the 
place,ó a group of Sisters 

of St. Francis of the Holy 
Cross (Bay Settlement 
sisters) have signed a multi-
year lease and recently 
began residing there.   
     Sr. Jane Riha and Sr. 
Laura Zelten recently 
moved in, and others will 
join them in spring 2012. 

Lease with Green Bay Public Schools for Early Learning Center 

     The lease for our school 
facility with the Green Bay 
public schools has ex-
panded to 19 classrooms 
during this 2011-2012 
school year.  This includes 
the entire second floor, 

much of the first floor, and 
portions of the basement. 
     After some adjustments 
to accommodate the rental 
of a couple of additional 
classrooms this year, we 
are in communication with 

Street and sewer projects 

     The sisters plan to have 
a presence in our parish, 
attending Mass and being 
involved with a variety of 
parish programs. 
     Welcome!  

the school district to 
extend this lease into 
future years. 

Welcome 

Sisters!  

associated with these 
projects that will need to 
be dealt with during the 
next couple of years. 
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St. Philip Website 

     Did you know that  
St. Philip has had a new 
website for the past couple 
of years?  Go to 
www.stphilipgb.org to 
check out all the informa-
tion available to you there.  
Among the things you can 

find there are: 

the parish calendar 

recent bulletins 

schedules for Liturgical 

Ministers and Presiders 

staff directory 

information about a 
great number of parish 

ministries 

parish, diocesan, and 
worldwide Catholic 

news. 

     The St. Philip (and St. 
Bernard) websites are part 
of the òParish News 
Networkó created by a 
Green Bay-based organi-

zation known as One-Body 
Communications LLC.  The 
Parish News Network, now 
comprised of over 20 
local parishes and sup-
ported by advertiser 
contributions, aims to make 
it convenient for people to 
be in contact not only with 
their own parish but also 
with other parishes in this 
network, òwith only a 
couple of clicks.ó  Note the 
òVisit Another Parishó link 
at the upper right corner 
of the St. Philip website, 
and from there you can 
click on any of the par-
ishes that are listed. 
     Furthermore, by 
clicking on the òRegisteró 
link, also in the upper right 
corner, you will have the 
opportunity to register 
with the website.  By 
registering with the 
website, you will be able 
to receive email notifica-
tions in accordance with 
direction you provide.  A 

goal would be to have all 
parishioners with email 
access to register, to help 
the parish stay in contact 
with you and also to save 
money on printing and 
postage.  Contact the 
parish office at 468-7848 
or lynn@stphilipcong.org if 
you have any questions. 
     If you are interested in 
more information about 
helping to sponsor this or 
other parish websites, you 
can click on òBecome A 
Sponsorò near the upper 
right corner of the St. Philip 
website or contact 
Jim Rafter at 
jrafter@onebody 
communications.com. 

http://www.stphilipgb.org
mailto:lynn@stphilipcong.org
mailto:jrafter@onebodycommunications.com
mailto:jrafter@onebodycommunications.com
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Join us for dinner, entertainment, raffle,  
silent auction, and more! 
 

Call the parish office at 920-468-7848  
for more information. 

St. Philip Christmas  
Bake Sale  

 
One day only,  

Saturday December 10  
 

11:00 am to 5:30 pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lots of homemade goodies, 
Christmas tree ornaments, 
crafts, small raffles, and our 
Haiti store  


